Notes from Charleston, WV meeting June 29, 2007

Present – DEP:  Mike Warwick, Randy Sovic, Bill Brannon, Yogesh Patel, Jennifer Pauer, Sherry Wilkins;  WVU: Richard Herd, Alyse Schrecongost, Tom Brand; NRCS: Patrick Bowen; Freshwater Institute: Joseph Hankins; World Resources Institute: Dan Nees.
Summary

Group first reviewed list of questions (attached) provided prior to the meeting by WVU staff regarding the NPDES permit program related to WVU’s efforts to estimate and understand sources of market supply and demand and other elements that will have influence on the design of the trading program rules and infrastructure.

Group then reviewed and discussed elements of the current trading strawman that were of particular concern/interest to WVDEP.

Outcomes and Items for Follow-up
1. DEP will work internally to address the following elements of the NPDES permitting program (in the Potomac drainage) related to nutrient management requirements before the steering committee meeting sometime in late August/early September:

a. How facilities under 50K gpd will be managed for nutrient loadings;

b. How UIC permits will integrate nutrient controls into permit language;

c. How the MS4 program will address nutrient management controls into the permits of the Potomac drainage permits (currently two + DOH areas within MS4 cities, but more anticipated as population grows in that region).

2. WVU/FWI will develop a brief on the nature of problems related to excluding units <50K gpd from nutrient requirements to be used for internal discussion. 

3. WVDEP will provide WVU with a copy of its point source nutrient loading report to the Bay, due out in mid-July, to help WVU with its effort to estimate nutrient demand. 
4. WVDEP will provide WVU with a list of facilities <50K gpd that have general permits in the Bay drainage counties. 

5. WVDEP will work in coordination with FWI/WVU to draft a press release about the Rockymarsh Run Targeted Watershed and Potomac WQ trading grants as a pronouncement of the support for these projects. 

6. WVU/WRI will work to set up a meeting with ERIS/WVDEP folks to look at how their databases will have to be coordinated to handle a trading program and possibly begin to estimating/tracking loads from smaller systems.
7. WVDEP permitting staff intend to clarify to permittees with nutrient requirements that their Plans of Action to achieve final effluent limitations, a cost evaluation for final compliance, and a description of process for securing any necessary financing including impacts on sewer rates are due within a year of the permit issuance (those facilities with overdue plans will be notified to submit).
8. While offset proposals are not being requested at this time by DEP, the baseline date for needing to offset expansions or new facilities is 11/05.

9. Language may be needed in permits or in the trading framework to ensure that the few significant plants that were permitted after the Bay Implementation Strategy but did not receive nutrient requirements cannot generate credits unless they first meet the technology and offset limits of the nutrient requirements as of 11/05.

10. A meeting between DEP water leadership and PSC leadership, possibly in coordination with WVU will be scheduled as DEP solidifies its permitting strategy internally. 
