WV Water Quality Trading Steering Committee Meeting

WVDEP, Charleston, WV

Friday, September 28, 2007

Draft Minutes
1) Introductions – Richard Herd/Bill Brannon
2) Meeting Introduction Trading Program Status Overview
a. Alyse Schrecongost – Project overview for DEP staff and update of project status (history of the NRCS and NFWF grants, steering committee). 
b. Joe Hankins – Boom Town PPt Presentation: Review of multiple trading scenarios based on real situations in the Potomac drainage.  Power point was developed originally to facilitate discussion in the Point Source Innovation Workgroup. This presentation will be posted on the WVU WQ Trading website.
c. Jon St John – Ag Tech/NNet Demonstration. Review of PA’s NNet worksheet for credit calculations by field/parcel, followed by demonstration of NNet supported on-line marketplace. This demonstration is in movie format within a Power Point presentation that also has supporting information about WRI/NNet.  Also can be found on the trading website.

d. Bill Brannon – WVDEP update on outstanding policy issues listed at last steering committee meeting.  Power point summary to be posted on trading website.
3) Updates from Workgroups – Worksheet with each group’s comments on strawman to be posted on trading website.
a. Don Michaels  - Agriculture Workgroup.  Distributed workgroup meeting minutes, to be posted on line. Discussion centered around verification and additionality issues as well as need to emphasize local benefits to Potomac rather than the Chesapeake Bay Program and the need for additional funding if the program is to be managed by CD.

b. Joe Hankins  - Point Source Innovation Workgroup – Hasn’t met as group yet, but lots of bilateral conversations are taking place.  Emphases on need for regulatory certainty over reduced costs; on importance of including nutrient requirements on insignificant sources (under 50K gpd – Randy to send document on under 50K sector growth in WV); on need to allow trading to meet 5/.5 requirements rather than mandating upgrades on all facilities.  Will meet as a group in October, hopefully supported by impetus from DEP letters of enforcement that are due to go out in early October regarding 1-year plan.  This meeting should produce suggestions and policy proposals for how to maximize point source sector participation in a trading program.
c. Michael Schwartz – UMO Workgroup – Emphasis on need for local benefits to be underscored and planned/developed with maximum coordination from other possible beneficiaries – promoting nutrient reduction projects that produce ancillary benefits of value to the public and/or private sector.  Discussion on farmland preservation/green design incentives.
4) Identify any pending measures to be addressed before next meeting – Core team will develop draft policy and guidance language before next meeting. 
5) Date for next meeting – Aiming for first two weeks in December pending progress on Core Team efforts identified above.
