April 25, 2008
Dear NPDES Permittee, 

In 2006, the West Virginia Water Research Institute (WVWRI) received a Natural Resources Conservation Service grant to develop and implement a water quality trading program for nutrients in WV’s Potomac River Basin. The Program is being designed to help reduce nutrient and sediment loadings in the Eastern Panhandle and the Chesapeake Bay in a manner that supports local economic development and promotes sustainable land and water resource management.
For point source permittees facing NPDES nutrient allocations, this program means the development of more affordable options for permit compliance relative to the cost of upgrades, and it provides compliance flexibility that will allow facility expansions to meet population growth demands without threatening water quality and public health standards.
For the past year, the project staff has worked with a steering committee of experts and stakeholders to develop draft guidance for a WV Water Quality Trading Program with an appendix that details program elements for nutrient credit trading in the WV Potomac Basin.  These guidance documents and other background information on Water Quality Trading and can be found at:  http://wvwri.nrcce.wvu.edu/programs/pwqb/index.cfm. 

At this stage in the program process, we are looking for feedback from members of stakeholder groups represented on our steering committee:  point sources, agriculture, regulators, urban and mixed/open land, and related interests in development, environmental management, etc. 

We will hold a point source stakeholder briefing from 1:00 - 4:00PM, May 14, 2008 at the Berkeley County PSSD. We are inviting members of the point source sector identified by WVDEP as either having received or anticipating nutrient allocations in their NPDES permits. Please feel free to extend this invitation to your staff, legal counsel, and/or other key partners. 

If you have any questions or would like to see a specific issue (questions, critiques, or suggestions) on the discussion agenda, please submit it by email to the project staff at:  amschrecongost@gmail.com and Richard.Herd@mail.wvu.edu prior to the day of the meeting.
In order to provide sufficient space, materials and refreshments we ask that you RSVP to Terry Polce at 304-293-2867 X5450 or Terry.Polce@mail.wvu.edu.


Best regards, 

Alyse Schrecongost and Richard Herd
